THE  CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

some of the juice of the little purple flower into his
eyes. But it so fell out that Helena came that way,
and, instead of Hermia, was the first object Lysander
beheld when he opened his eyes; and, strange to
relate, so powerful was the love-charm, that all his
love for Hermia vanished away, and Lysander fell in
love with Helena.

Had he first seen Hermia when he awoke, the
blunder Puck committed \vould have been of no
consequence, for he could not love that faithful lady
too well; but for poor Lysander to be forced by a
fairy love-charm to forget his own true Hermia, and to
run after another lady and leave Hermia asleep quite
alone in a wood at midnight, was a sad chance indeed.

Thus this misfortune happened. Helena, as has
been before related, endeavoured to keep pace with
Demetrius when he ran away so rudely from her, but
she could not continue this imequal race long, men
being always better runners in a long race than
ladies. Helena soon lost sight of Demetrius, and as
she was wandering about, dejected and forlorn, she
/arrived at the place where Lysander was sleeping.
* 'Ah!'* said she, * 'this is Lysander lying on the ground:
is he dead or asleep?" Then gently touching him,
she said, "Good sir, if you are alive, awake." Upon
this Lysander opened his eyes, and (the love-charm
beginning to work,) immediately addressed her in
terms of extravagant love and admiration, telling
her she as much excelled Hermia in beauty as a dove
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